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A PRAYER BEFORE YOU LEAVE:

Grant, O Lord, Thy Blessing on
the continuing worship, witness,
and work of this Church and
Parish; and as I leave this
House of Prayer may I not leave
Thy presence, but be ever near
to Thee and Thou to me:
through. Jesus Christ our Lord,
A Alxl

O
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WELCOME to this lovely ancient Church, set in the centre
of a cliff-top village, with a magnificent view of
Ayrner Cove as you approach the south-west porch: an
inspiration to "enter His gates with thanksgiving, and
into His courts with praise”. On a clear day Eddystone
lighthouse can be seen on the horizon. The church
building today is virtually that which stood here in the
13th century, with some parts going back to Saxon and
early Norman times. The sun-dial above the porch is
18th century.

THE LIST of rectors on the wall by the door goes back to
1257. Note the unusual references, in 1658 to 'Samuel
Ford - Intruder - Minister of the Gospel', and his
predecessor 'William Lane - also Rector of Aveton Gifford'.
At the time of the Civil War William Lane, an ardent
Royalist, trained men of Ringmore to fight the Roundheads,
and algo set up camnon on hich ground at Avetonm Gifford,
This presented problems for Cro-vell's men who needed to
cross the bridge over the Ayon to lly siege to' Salcombe;
The Parliamentary troops nickn:-od him 'Bishop Lane  the.
traytor', and a contingent of soldiers was despatched:._
from Plymouth to apprehend him. A!tor hiding in the -
church tower for three months he eaclpod t0 France, and
his subsequent adventures and tragic demise when he was
about to take up work again in Dovon nahe excxting
reading. ‘
Francis Torkington and Thomas Heskett are both crodltod
with being incumbents for 62 years, but old registers
show that such men were usually absentee-rectors, with
the actual parochial work being undertaken by curates.

THE REVEREND (later Prebendary) F.C, Hingeston-Randolph
was instituted in 1860. He sot about restoring the
church which, largely due to the poverty of the people,
had been sadly meglected. A rickety old Minstrels
Gallery which had occupied the west wall of the Nave was
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removed, and the original circular window replaced. It is
said that in smuggling days a light would shine from that
window to guide ships into Ayrmer Cove. F.C. Hingeston-
Randolph did not like the high-backed pews which he
found in the church and - in days before Faculties and
Archdeacon's Licences - he and the village carpenter
spent one Saturday afternoon reducing the pews to 'a
decent and uniform height': quite a surprise for the
worshippers on Sunday morning! He also restored the
chancel roof in memory of his parents., When he died in
1910 he was succeeded by his son, Herbert Castillion
Hingeston-Randolph.

Since 1934 rectors of Ringmore have also been rectors of
nearby Kingston.

THE GRANITE FONT standing on marble pillars is of
Norman design but of much later date. It has a fine
wooden cover with decorated ironwork, given (by his
sister Emily) in memory of Lt. Frederick Francis Nigel
Rees of the Royal Engineers who died in India in 1898,
The brass pitcher was given in 1928 in memory of George
Hart Secker, a local barrister, who, a quarter of a
century earlier, had given the choir-window opposite the
organ in memory of his wife.

THE WINDOW near the font, depicting St. Augustine and
St. Alban, was given in memory of John and Ann White,
worshippers and benefactors in the late 19th century.

OPPOSITE, on the north wall of the nave, is a beautiful
War Memorial depicting St. George as an armoured knight
in an attitude of deep devotion, The window is most
unusual in that it gives not only the names of those who
fell in battle but also the actions in which they died,
with Ringmore losing a number of her sons in one day.

THE COMMUNION RAILS were given by Kenneth, son of

Horbert Castillion Hingeston-Randolph, in memory of his
parents.

Designed by the Rev. Alexander Wood, they replaced an old
ornamental brass communion rail "which no-one could or
wag willing to clean". Kenneth himself was commemorated
by the gift of the prie-dieu. He was Patron of the
Living from 1945 to 1966, and the Patronage is still in
the hands of the Hingeston-Randolph family. The credence
table was given in memory of Flossie Bardens - member of
a local fighing family, she was President of the

Women's Institute for some years, and had been organist
at the Parish Church. Both the prie-dieu and the
credence table were designed and carved by the Rev.
Alexander Wood, and were made by Ernest Farley - a
wonderful craftsman who was churchwarden, a choirman,

and also the village joiner and carpenter.

IN THE late 19508, repairs to the west wall of the Nave
revealed that there had been a large Gothic window or
door reaching from just under the rose-window to the
ground. While the scaffolding was in position, the
veathercock - which had been used for target practice
and had seized up - was replaced by an exact copy
gilded by the Rector. Like Longfellow's weathercock,
ours can

"....800 the roofs and the streets below,

And the people moving to and fro,

And beyond, without either roof or street,
The great salt sea and the fighermen's fleet",



with which, under three sets of the Commandments, painted
on successive coats of plaster or whitewash (the
innermost of which, in black letter, and bordered with
Arabesque scrollwork, was eovidently of the date of the
ordinance), I found, and with my own hands helped to
uncover, a unique and beautiful mural painting, in
perfect condition, contemporaneous with, and covering

the whole of, the ecast wall of the nave, above the
chancel arch",

OPPOSITE the tower door is the North Transept which once
housed the Manor Chapel and formed part of the old
cruciform Church which stood in Saxon times. There is

a memorial on the west wall of the transept to Henry

- Legassicke of Ringmore Cottage (now Cross Manor) who
died in 1826. Part of the transept is now used as a
vestry.

THE LADY CHAPEL in the north choir-aisle goes back to
Norman times. There 18 a well-preserved piscina in the
south-east corner,

THE ORGAN, built by Bevington, was fully overhauled and
restored in 1952 and again in 1979. It is ideally
suited for the Church and has a rich mellow tone. It
is a one-manual instrument with 6 speaking stops, plus
& Bourdon pedal-stop and a coupler. The organ was not
welcomed by everyone, and we are told that when it was
installed "the musicians did not give up gracefully".

A PLAQUE let into the Decani (south-side) choir stalls
commemmorates Bertie Colwill: a farmer's son at Lower
Manor Farm, he was & choirboy and crucifer until his

tragic death by drowning at Challaborough in 1925,
aged 14,

JUST BEYOND the list of rectors a curtained door leads
to the tower (not open to the public) where William
Lane hid for three months. There are three bells -
restored and re-hung in the early 19608 - which are
"chimed' from a frame on the lower floor. This
curtained door replaces an outside door (the outline of
vhich can still be traced in the stonework) which was
blocked by an incumbent who objected to ringers calling
others to worship and then not staying for the Service
themselves,

THE WALLS of the Nave used to be lined with decorated
tin, the pattern being continued (and still visible) in
the stonework of the window by the pulpit. Picturesque
as this was, moisture condensing on the tin ran down to
a wooden dado, rotting this and the floor. The tin was
removed as part of a big restoration programme during
the incumbency of the Rev. Alexander Wood.

THE STAINED-GLASS figures in the pulpit-window are of
David, Archbishop of Menevia, and Aidan, Bishop and
Abbot of Lindisfarne - 7th century Church leaders who,
living in the days before the Synod of Whitby, followed
the Celtic ritual while the rest of England observed the
Roman tradition.

THE PULPIT and Screen are comparatively modern.

Somevhat garish embellishments of the Victorian era,
they were made in Belgium. There used to be a mediaeval
screen, a small sad fragment of which hangs in the
Chancel over the doorway into the Norman Chapel.

OPINIONS differ about the date of the pattern over the
Chancel arch, but the Rev. R.C. Hingeston-Randolph,
writing in 1880 about restoration work, reported: "I
cannot refrain from telling of the surprise and Joy
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Ringmore Church.

Rector : Rev. H. Hingcston Randolph.
Services : Sundays at 11.0 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Holy Commusion : Sundays.

—

e church of All-Hallows, Ringmore (former-
ly Redmore or Reinmore), is an ancient stone
structure with low tower, containing three bells,
and compares well for interest and antiquity with
any in the Diocese. The interior of the edifice
has nave, chancel and porth transept. It comes
down all but unchanged 2 style of English church
architecture ot its best before Domesiuny, frag-
ment of the okl Saxon Sanctuary in which the
first Christian {athers of the hamlet wod shipped.
Portions were re-built in the 13th century, but
the thick original walls still remain together
with other portions of the ancient building. The
church was re<decorated in 1770, the Liclls being
rehung in 1785. The ol church (Purish) books
are full of interesting records, and contain many
marvellous (to us pow) entrics,

o R

Baptist Chapel, St, Anne

Minister : From Modbury Baptist Chapel and
Supplics.
Services : Sundays, 6-30 p-m-
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TAngmore

Ledication 348 iaifous

Fidnore, or Redmore, ao ihe nane o]

84 s Perish vad formeatt wadtden, 4o Zhe
Somesday Redmoas Zhen defonging %o
Quihref of Joktnes,

MHthouzh no tAthe faom TRAe manca seona

N
S
\\ \ 1o fave feen given 1o Jodnes Priony, 47

,,. ol ) Md I0’ t" “ A 0':
/:(A\.\ QAUD’NS : contimued o fe 2 e Hooow
z Dotres,” duwring *he Mddie Cges.

Lt he 1244 centAny (tempo Hemay 2nd 1184--1129) HAiiian
SAtz-Febren was the ouner. im 1219 LAident ditg~itephen fad
1 irdg it s Lee and o Rafld in Ridncge, "of WAfian de Candd-
usz, o2 the tonowr of Jotton." M Natiind considers that
im? 122u--128b Ridmore v *Re chiel manor, and brobaldl:
"o azvidence of Richard 3itg-3tephen.

SR VN fanify mau Se aseribed Fhe foundation of *he cfurch,
2! vt oh the Rectory wne vafued 4n 1282:- Seclesia da Ydmore .
Wt clout this Hime *he manor and aduowson fad baseed #s
"o fodders, Jhe PAret Rector we flear of sas “Hugh" vhio adss

1 0otk Pool. He was moot Likely instituted on ihe presentitic
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RAingmore

5! the Titg-Stephens telore the feginning of e Biohojn
nazieters An 1289. 3 Aim we Anoun nothing, Sut #hei on
e death (Ales de Slehafere, a new manor fafder, presen-
ted Menay de Jyneton o ihe rectory on dept 15 1284,
wiiian Serviers of "Churchiton" (CRurston) ouned the manor
ir the 14tk century; and 4in 1384 we Yind the curious eniny
tiat Williom de Jeviers vas prssented %o ihe Rectory By
3 Sdound and Gfuver Champeanoun,"feollfees of 32 Raiph
amedyn briest, of the manor and aduousson of Rydmore.”

e ouccessor of Mifian Seriers uwad presented An 1387
W Mekofas ¥iahhan, patron,"ty herjglitory Adghd. On 1434
an enquiry wae fiefd as %a the Aight of patronnge, ufich u~e
noved 2o fefong 1o the ¥iakhams,ond continued An that
Tomidy 2444 the 177iR cenduny.

wou Mehofas 4n 1387 came to fwe fereditory rlght An #2is
»ror, & have Zailed 1o 2¢ alle %o dlscover. Jhere sere
Cenerns and Yirkhon marriages in the 1bth century; &ut
ey were fong ofter the time uhen the Hirkhane vere fuliy
wrniliohed as Lords of 1As manor and aduowson of Ringmors,
7o shall hovever seeh im vain for amy #races of these early
Des0Ns in the church iteell, which; noteiihetanding
winistaalle evidences of antaquity, 46 a most dleappointing
ddlding, '
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e RFingaors

“ia thich walfs, strong dutPresnes, and fanced windews,
Laeity opfayed within, *Aak cherscteries this church, ¢iuve
sidence of its eardy foundtion at Fhe and af Fha 1214 or
‘waing The 132A centuar.

“ia towa: Ao on *he south side, emdattied, crenelinted,
wd conbleted with a Low spire. Jaeli fancete {ight ihe
st vide, ubon widch a sundiaf 1o placed. The eaxterion
i Aough cast,

o dooawary with 4 plodn pointed arch edmite 2o fhe fase af
thi e touer, Zhaough which Zhe cfurch 4s astered. Jfde fe o
stone darreled 100?. Jhe Annea dooasay, admiiding %o ihe
ctsach,fne sinble mouidings, and 4o suanounted &1t on dmage

rAcha,

Yeen the {rﬁ;e Predendary tdngaston-Randofih sad appointan
1ector in 1860, #ha cfurch ons An o very difapidated condi-
tion, and ;;: rnestoration gan one of Ae firek underinfiings.

She Alding 4o emall, comprsing nave, noatii Faansept end
cancel, Jhe valls me lastered and painded, and the digniin
of e interior much marvied 2y o misinken style of decorrtion,
Wich detracts from the merits of ihe amchitecture.

Ghe 2008 of the nave 1o obentimbered, and ihe seats me
wiean Benches; o emal? bulbit Being set ot he south east.
‘v 1247 there pas o weot galfery for oingers. Now #here 4o
M Agan on the noath sdde of the chmcef.
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CTE/WC0/144-187 RINGMORE
Ringmore
“he 2owf of %he square Con?, daoting faom aZout 1170,

ie the afdes? fentue of the cfwreh. OF 18 now oo 0 a
nos moadie Sase, Bavidoon An 1847 descrildes 4% av:-

"inotent and curious. O darge ey stone favin,squane,

it with 1the corners cut off,etonding on a °

cotunn ond 8ase, ihe dides Audely ca wed An Lrefoifed

asrclies and uncouth animafe.”
have and chancel ame divided &4 a fine pointed nrch of fhe
1344 century. Jerocss ihio 1o a Light screen, said 4o 2o
set on *he dnse of the original Rood screen. & 16 sur-
sounded 24 o Cuucific, ond has sainte painted on ihe panels
of the fave. Jhede are modern work, and reprecent:-

3t Paut: &% Qacobud minor: 3% liatihen: 3t OGndra=:

3t Cortholeman: 5t Matibias: 34 Qofn the evangelist,

3* Peten.
lhe 4oor of 1he chancel 1o Filed, the 100f waggon ohaped.
O beatifut Attle pilocing with a ohefld 16 preserved on Hlie
south side of the Sonctucry.
dere 1o o noviow chancel adoels ot the norih, uhich fas
on interesting fancet window,fut thie 416 nff 60 much SLoched
up ¥4 the oagon, as %o fe difficuft 1o examine wiih amy
va?iel 1ot on,

2 oquint 4o set fetween the transept and Zhe chancel.
She 2raneept 1o said to Be the oflast bart of the chuach,
Wk soreens for o vestay, and plaster on the walls, Aender
ezerination imbosaidie.

168



CRE/%CC/144-187 RINGNCRE
Ringnore
tn the fancel windows are figules in otnined g¢losn Aebie-
sending Baiti ofh daints..

She oldest memoriad {les on ifie {edge of o north windes,
it ie {aagmentany, i achpears 1o & part of a collin
shiaped stone with an dncleed crose ubon 4%, dating Laan
the 1374 century. Ihis may formerfu Aave covered the gravs
of one of the earfn fordest the Nanor.

Cte ondy oifier memoatal (4An 1908) was o mudal monument:-

3 1. Hery
of Ringmore C ye 4m ’tiV'O ,:Mma&
dﬂ 12 larch b aged 3

C Rusedian Scon that Range An #he church, 4 eaid 1o Raus
deen frought from Sebastobol.

dhe Clwrch Goode Commsdioners, 4n thein rsturns for
the lwndrad of Caminglon 4in 1553, rehorted:-
Parockia de Fuddenore 44 delfas in 1he tomre thein

vl one chalice comr 1o ihe custody of Wiliian
Noad, Ho;ea Jom, and o*’ww, pariehioners there oy

Jiree teite are rehorted &y E€72aconbe, one feing medieval:-
1 Voce mes viva debeffo cunta m?c»wa

2 Y‘no&o’ao ogot{ Ch mdfon Mordecad Coofey

.ue-tno

(3hie was "Zroken o P acen"in 1865)
3 lJomes A2%ert Warden. 1 ooding 1740

169



CRE/SCC/144=18T7 RINGMCRE

Ringmore

In e 16 1381 3Ha Wiiian Cerrars And ficense for
celebrnting Bivine sarvice An %ha chahel of 8F Untharine,
‘n hie prdeh, on hea feadt daye,

7o A1 This chnbel #f 3% alberine *o uhioh reference 4o
~ads in Midfes Colfectiona:-"ln ofd houde An this harieh
aniied Jhendury, vhere Fhere renving of a chabel, and -
iell elove 4 calied chapel hark."
in the doweqr of the church Fhers 46 n "aafuge Aocom," Aenched
o2 deoruny and othpe fron The aauth east. Ot has a fitris
wich window Aneide,foofing info %he church.

ShAe An the 17Tih centuny osived very practicaldiy for ihe
v, Af<ion Jane, Rector of Ringnore md Jueton (Af7and of
the Zine of %the Parfiamentary relellffion. ke was o) o mifitary
tuin of mind, and mustered and drilied o Sody of Mo bardeli-
ioners 1o sewe the Royal cawse, and vith ifiem feld 1fie fridge
+ Joddiswel? 6o effectualfy an %o Ze a condiderndlfe annoyancs
%o the Parfimentorians. O fody of Round-feads vas sent faom
Plynoutt wiih orders to cabluwre ond oficot dde. Cuvading *hen
o ook refuge in the church touer,Ai s parishioners,as Lofal
"o Liedn pavwon no 1o thela fing, dainging Mm food.Dhe worst
wadsfip wns enduring the e mone of *he "Sntruder” on oundwe,
sten the dialoyaftien and feresies wiiered in fio eon ju biz
w2 such that fe could harfy 2efrain Lrom coming aud of
“is concsalment. Jiree nonthe ke renained 4n thde #dding place
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wngmore

of which fis enemies saen Fo fave deen uwtter’y unauare,

fon Lheny aamsached £¥e old Rectory, and seardhed 200 Rin

in vadin, ubsequentiy fc made #a evcape, tut %2 does no?
weem Lo hiave surviedd 2o see ihe Resto ation,

Zor 50 yeors another Rector fan held ihe Benelice,nha Rasa
{a)? ~n Ainhperiohalle record An ZRia Dincese. Sn 1860 #3e
Zan. Caancie Charles Hingaston wvas dinetitutel as Aenton.

' %onl Zie name of Randofph on Mo mariinge wizh Niss
atha Jone Rondofph, daughter of the Tew.Herbert Randolys
incundent of Nefrose Sectfand. {n 1885 a Hingeston-Rondali
W s a Prsbendary of Cxeter Catfiedrnd, and as Predendnyy
nganton- Randolph Ae vill ever de remenbersd, for ie
nmgrificent work fie Ao done An Fe Jasnecribtions Liom

*fe Regiotors of ihe 2ishoh'e of Sxster., "Sndexes” he
cariled them, 2ut ihey,(eshecialty *he fater volumes) are
e than itde, Zor Zhone %o wiom thess ancient recorda

N2 inaccesvidfe, o iffegille, he Ras afforded dnexiaust ifie
wwlerinls for DMocasan or County Bistory. b worh covsrs
o rennade of the Blolobs 210 Bronesconde (1259) #a

Cacy, the fast Regieter, 1 vey {nrge one, leing feft un-
Pnisted, (1) ¢4 14 dmbosoidle *o exbress what every otudent
o focal Rletory ouwes #o Ria stupendous work. He died of

(1) &£ wos conbleted in L 3 oy ihe Rew.0.7.Reichet ond
21 Baoun of Tymhotone, 4ut Ane not yof feen printed.
N o
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CEE/wCC/144-187 RINGMORE
Mngnore

ningnore Rectory 4n 1911,

Juning the course of Hie waal over the Bioho)'s Regiaters,
Mrelendmy Hingeston-Randolhh compiled many Antersating
ats ol Ancundents for ofher parishes, Wk, na far as
on age Zeft none for Mo oun. lmong other {iFerary vorle,
#ite twrad Dean for Woodddigh A2 contriluted a series of
Motorical aaticles on these clurchkes entitled "Up and
Zoun the Beanery”™ 1o ihe Jafconle Pordiak flagngine. ¥4 4o
%o oo hoped 2hot somevhere a Yile of theoe fas Zeen preserved,
‘b contadlutions To hariol magdpines are of a very taaned -
oy nature. Jheoe Rouever oy yet fe dlacovered, and serve
o conrect errone, and give additions 2o Zhe notes I fave
ctrembted o gather Anta #hia volume,

Rectors
Hush: rector of Ringmore & Jowti-Dond,

on shodse danth

1234 3ept 15 Henry de Cynetone Adens de Cichalon
2ofin de Ridmore, died fa2one 1305

2 Rector, nhove name 1o not gdven,
on uwhooe deatfs,.

124 21, b Robeat do Nowne B4 Roger fo Qeu &n”
1354=-5 et 1 Wiflian de Zerrerd 24

a;»{a?gdwvé mvé{ Sﬂx:cﬁmCﬁnwam
Pees for A Taljh jamei
gvlom 0f the manor f:n.d odoowJ:or. of
) jdmgo

on whose denth
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1337 3ept 24

1396 Sune 17

1455
1973
110

fune 28
dept 22
g 11
1816 Jug 2
1346 Set 30
1385 S9¢* 31
1637 hov. 18
1683-4 Teb 13
15617 Raxrch 29
1783 St 3
1202 Moy 5
1812 e, 26
1222 hon.1b
1821 et 17
1888 Qune 16
1911

Fingnore

¥ Zofn Nayne. Nicholes #irdham, 2y
tereditony Adcht,
Ookn S*anconbe  3HA Names Chudfel 3
and others, tu gaant of
A Meholas Eirktan
donicelius, deceaved.

ML {ian Polfmer occurs, 1434,
e hnd feen hresented By Rolert
rkhan decawed, and enquiry was
ravie nd 0 vacanoty avl rights of
prssentation,

Jhomas Jeay. Nieholas #akhan
i on whooe d;wt&.,
nofn Welungovrought Tm eo.
LR T L e TS
: " “./ wo 1 4'. S ! 4 !;"’L-u T
on whose f‘.ﬁﬂ; ~ - ;
Zdwerd Fifersdon HAr O #rbhan
Tatitherus yiirendon, ocoure 153b
ofn Dowdney Yofm Barnfouss angs
i on uhcg:;a danth Goo. Kiakh
ofas be JArEAAm cog
Caancis Jorkington, on vhose daath,
HAdion Cane.3.3.8. W “adhan de 2laydon.
Samuel Jord, on vhoae denth,

Geore Feynedd dm YArfhon
on Whm d o
“homas eshett Zrancis Lirkhan

on winse des?h,
Jiomads Caken

on whoes deatf,
g:MMA;JﬁM ety darnh TA B4 vidow

2ohn Batex

fen e Ram, on whoas death,
Blohatd Bastantt' " on afote death:

Gilbert Butlaond
uwmvt'«;: Sﬂ&?fﬁ wngeston-Randot i,
erdert Castillon ngaston-Randdfhh.
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CRE/WCO/144-187 RINGMCRE

Saom Wilies Parochidl Coflections:-
Finmore. Parian cureh o omald mean fuilding
hawing o tover and opire. Jhere 4o a square
font of oncient worfmanshibp. On %he wooden
ceifing ower e pufhit are hrinted 1he adme of
Hirfiham and otfer fonilbes.
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It has not been possinle to ootain any information about the village of
Ringmore prior to the reference in the Devon Domesday Book of 1086, which commences
as follows := " Juhel has a manor celled Reimors which Y¥eece held on the day on
vhich King Edward was alive and dead eto", The villege has not always been known
by its present neme , and, at different times, was called REIMORE, RIDMORE,
RIDEM(RE and RINMORE before settling down as RINGMORE.

After Domesday little is known eof the early history of Fingmore beyond
that the manor passed into the hands of certsin great farilies, William, the son
of Stephen, held it in 1205 and, in 1284, it passed into the hands ef Giles de
Fissacre and remained with the Fissacre family until 1346, In this year the manor
passed to Willian de Ferrers of the Kyrkeham (Kirkham) family and remeined with
this family over the next four hundred years until 1759, when it was purchased
from Thomas Kirkham by William Row of Gnaten. Since this date the manor has had
several different owners and, in 1862, was put up for publie suction at Flymouth.

At one time it would appear that Ringmore aspired to the status of a
'Town' and there is still in the village, near to the Journeys End inn, a pateh
of ground and a disused well called the Town Well, . An old Parish Rate book of
1763 has & reference that the Councillors had their Town Hall meetings in the long
room at the New Inn ( now called the Journeys Fnd ). In those days Ringmore
possessed a second tavern - the Rising Sun - which was on the upper road near to
the '"Pilling' or Bowling CGreen and is now known as Challsboro Cottage. It also
had its pack of hounds and kennels and its own Foor House, which had been donated
by the Lord of the Manor, Francis Kirkham, in 1768, .

In common with mest Devon coastal villages the nefarious trade of sruggling
flourished at one time in the village and the footpath leading from Ayrmer Path
to the Cove is still known as Smugglers Lane. The story has it that when the old
Rectory was demolished and a new one erected in 1822, traces vere found of a secret
passage leading to the cellar from outside., Besides agriculture, fishing provided
& living for some of the village and, when the pilchard shoals arrived in the bay,
a successful catch would be celebrated by a procession round the village and a
great spread provided by the owners of the New Inn.

Several of the thatched cotteges in the village are categorised as
'Listed Buildings® and are probably of 17th Century origin and the central portien
of the village wee recently declared to be a Conservation Area. The village inn,
which started 1ife as the New Inn, changed its name to Journeys Fnd after the
celebrated playwright, R.C.Sheriff stayed at the inn whilst he was writing the
World War 1 play of the same name.

The Church of All Hallows, previocusly known as All Sainte, is one of the
few churches in Devon that have ccme down to us un-enlarged and structurally, in
the main, unchanged since the end of the thirteenth century, wvhen it vas rebuilt.
It retains in its North transept - the Mamor Chapel - a pertion of the old
eruciform church, whieh probably stood in the time of Edward the Confessor. The
tower, a remarkable structure, stands on the south side of the nave and has no
toweraaxbh; only a narrow doorway communicating with its first floor by a winding
staircase of stone. The lowest stage of the tower is utilised ss & pereh and, a
rare feature, on the first floor is a roem, which contains a fireplace in the
south east angle, the flue of which is carried up the leads of the tover, where it

* The tower is not open fer public viewing.



emerges behind the battlements. There is another little room above, approached

by & ladder through & trap-door, and over this the bell -chamber. The windows are
13ttle more than slits and, when they had thede original filling-in of thiek sheets N
of lead, pierced vith many tiny holes arranged in patternms, it must have been a

very gloomy place for the bell ringers. Nevertheless, for one of the Rectors of
Ringmore, it served as a place of refuge for three long months - this was William

lane, who was instituted as Rector in 1637,

\
-

Williae Lane was a Royalist and, at the commencement of the Civil VWar, he
took an active part in organising the building of a fort on & hill at Aveton Gifford, \
which commanded the road bridge leading to Kingsbridge. Unfortunately for him, before
it could be finished the King's party were destroyed and a party of soldiers from \
Plymouth, which had declared for Farliament, came searching for 'Bigshep Lane, the b
traytor'. For the next three months he remained concealed in the chureh tower
and ves succoured by hie faithful floek bat, finally, had to take refuge in France.
He was dispossessed of his living and, when he returned from France later on, he
had to resort to working in a lime-stone quarry , near Torquay, to maintain his
family. In 1654 he walked all the way to London to petition Cromwell's Couneil
Roard unsuccessfully to have his living restored and, during his long walk back,
being hot and dry, he drenk from a puddle of water in the roed. Thie made him
111 and, whilst staying the night at the King's Head in Exeter he 'took a fever
which deprived him of his life'. .

Besides William Lane, the records of Rectors of Ringmore Parish extend back
to 1257 and a detailed list can be seen in the Church. 0ld records reveel that,
for long pericds the Church was neglected, pertly becsuse of the poverty of the
parishioners and it was not until after the sppointment in 1860 at the age of 27
of the Reverend F.C. Hingeston-Rendolph &s Rector, that a programme of restoration
of the Chureh was devised and carried out, The main vuﬂ"or};wﬂumn——- T
occupied the period of the next two years, wes commenced in 1 and left the 753
Church looking much &s it does to-day. This included removal of the rickety .
Singing Gallery, wich for many years had occupied the West wall of the nave,
and replscement of the original foliated cireular window in the West wall high wp
in the gsble. The Rector was obviously & man of great enmergy, as shown by his
description of the removal of the old high-backed pews :- 'The high-backed pews
1 hed found to be sinply unbearable and & serious hindrance to my work - the
people were buried in them so effectively that I could not see a single soul when,
at Communion time, I turnmed to read, Epistle, or Gospel or Exhortation. So, one
Saturdsy afternoon, the whole of the enclosures fell to a decent and uniform height
under the saws of the village carpenter and myself - to the great amazement of the
congregation on the following morning. '

The mursl deccration covering the east wall of the nave above the chancel arch
1= believed to be contemperamecus with the erection of the Church and was finally
revesled after the removal of three sets of the Commandments painted on suecessive
coats of plaster or whitewash.

. This worthy gentleman remained as Rector of the Parish for fifty years until
his deeth in 1910 and was followed by his eldest som, who served as Rector for a
further .twenty three vears - thus the fanily of Hingeston-Randolph has been ’
associated with the villsge of Ringmore for many years. One of the old Rector's
foibles, so the story geoes, was that, for the period of Lent each year, he used to
separate the cock from his farily of hens at the Rectory!

Proceeds in aid of Church Funds. Comp!led by R.G.Hussey ‘1978,



